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’’ RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 26 June ]863 ‘,—for, 



COPY “ of any Correspondence between' the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland , 
or any other Member of the Irish Executive, and the Treasury, or the 
Department of Science and Art, on the Report of the Commissioners 
appointed to inquire into the Scientific Institutions of Dublin in 
connexion with the Department of Science and Art, and on the 
Proposed Amalgamation of the Museum of Irish Industry with the 
Royal Dublin Society.” 



Treasury Chambers, Whitehall, 
29 June 1863. 



} 



F. 



PEEL. . 



— No.].— . 

Mr. G. A. Hamilton to Major General Sir T. A. Larcom, k.c.b. 

Sir > Treasury Chambers, 2 7 December 1862. 

I am directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to 
transmit herewith, for the information of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 

rj/tbl Ro n = e ^ mm c SS ^ era a PP° inted by this Board to inquire 

into the Royal Dublin Society, the Museum of Irish Industry, and the system 
instruction in Ireland, together with copy of a letter, dated 
17th instant, from the Science and Art Department, concurring in the recom- 
mendations contained in the Report ; and I am to acquaint you, that before 
giving the subject further consideration, my Lords request that his Excellency 
will favour them with any observations he may have to make with regard to 
the recommendations of the Commissioners. 

o- mi, t 1 am > &c * 

Sir Thos. Larcom. (signed) Geo. A. Hamilton. 



The Right Hon. R. Lowe , m. p., to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

t 1 7 December 1862. 

,, r f E Committee of Council on Education beg to state for the information of 
the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that they concur generally 
in the recommendations of the Report upon the Royal Dublin Society, which 
appears to meet the views of the Committee of Council as laid before the 
Treasury, in letters dated 25th of February and 21st of August 1862, and 
they agree to the suppression of the Museum of Irish Industry. 

In recommending the adoption of the Report, the Committee of Conned have 
to remark that, as the consent of the Royal Dublin Society to the reform of its 
consbtution is essential as the basis of any alteration, this consent must be 
obtained before anything can be done ; further, when the preliminaries have 
been arranged, before the collections of the Museum of Irish Industry can be 
^ 01 ‘ A transferred 
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transferred, space must be prepared, and fittings, &c., made to receive them, 
an oneration necessarily extending over a considerable period. Much is left 
bv the Report to the discretion of the Science and Art Department ; and it 
may also be found necessary to introduce slight modifications, the necessity for 
which cannot now he foreseen in the specific recommendations, as the arrange- 
ments proceed for putting them in execution. 

* 1 am, &c. 

The Secretary of the Treasury. (signed; R. Lorn, 

p g —The original Report of the Committee is herewith returned. 



_ No. 2. — 

Major General Sir T. A. Larcom, k.c.b., to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

gj r Dublin Castle, 5 February 1863. 

Referring to your letter of the 27th of December last, I am directed 
bv the Lord Lieutenant to state, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that his Excellency has given liis best 
consideration to the propositions contained in the report^ of the Commis- 
sioners appointed to inquire into the Royal Dublin Society, the Museum of 
Irish Industry, and the system of scientific instruction in Ireland, and it is with 
regret his Excellency feels bound to say that he is unable wholly to concur in 

those propositions. . , , n 

The principal point is the amalgamation of the. establishment m Stephen s Green 
with the Royal Dublin Society; institutions which, in the opinion of his 
Excellency, have objects essentially different ; objects which it would not he 
desirable, even if it were practicable, to combine. 

This will perhaps be best seen by looking to the origin and progress ot each, 
which have to some extent been adverted to in the report of the Commissioners. 

The Royal Dublin Society was established early in the last century, for the 
promotion of husbandry and useful arts. 

This latter term was very general, and as public intelligence increased, 
and schools of art (proper) became subjects of interest, schools for that 
purpose were added to the Royal Dublin Society ; again, when schools of 
design were established they were placed under the Dublin Society ; and again, 
a small sum for provincial lectures was disbursed through its agency. All this 
was highly creditable to the Society, and the same desire to be practically useful 
led gradually to the establishment of professors in various branches of useful 
science. The time had not arrived for a separate institution. 

Gradually, however, public opinion became more matured in regard to indus- 
trial instruction ; and contemporaneously with the establishment of the Queen s 
Colleges in 1845, the Government of Sir Robert Peel designed also the Industrial 
College in Stephen’s Green, attaching temporarily to it the Geological Survey, 
then transferred from the Ordnance to the Department of Woods and Forests. 
In 1854, the vote for the Royal Dublin Society, which had theretofore been 
provided by the Irish Government, and the vote for Stephens Green, which 
had been provided by the Woods and Forests, were transferred to the new 
Department of Science and Art and the establishments being then brought 
under the same purview, it became necessary to define their separate objects. 
With this view, it was sought to consolidate the whole professional and instruc- 
tional staff of the Royal Dublin Society with that of Stephen’s Green, which 
was wholly supported by the Government, and concentrate all that was poe- 
tically agricultural and exhibitional in the Royal Dublin Society, which depends 
for its support to a great extent on local subscriptions, and belonged therefore 
to an extensive local proprietary, by whom, through an elected council, it was 
governed. 

This consolidation of instruction in the Government establishment was 
analogous to the supercession of the Kildare-plhce Society by the Board o 
National Education ; and if it had then been fully carried into effect, the pre- 
sent questions would never have arisen. But the Royal Dublin Society, with a 
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natural pride, resisted the transfer of their professors, and some were allowed 
to be retained by them. 

The provincial lectures were neither transferred nor left to the Dublin 
Society, but were placed under the management of a mixed committee, half 
appointed by the Government, half by the Royal Dublin Society. 

It was obvious that so complicated an arrangement could not long continue 
with advantage, and it is now brought forward by the Commissioners as a 
reproach. Those who advocated the Industrial College have continued to hope 
the full design would be ultimately adopted, but the consolidation of the whole 
in the Dublin Society would be a movement in the contrary direction, and 
would be considered, as regards industrial education, a reversal of the original 
intention, and of the policy which has been pursued for the last 30 years in 
Government education in Ireland. 

For this course, his Excellency does not find any sufficient ground in the 
evidence taken before the Commissioners, nor in the experience supplied by 
the educational movement in this country ; and it is therefore satisfactory to 
his Excellency to find that to this full extent the recommendations of the 
Commissioners do not go, but that they rather seek to draw the society more 
completely within the control of the Government by arrangements for a more 
absolute council. 

It is to be feared that this is but a half measure, like that of 1854, which has 
led to the present difficulty : and as it is uncertain whether the society will 
consent to the change, it is premature to comment on it. 

It is proposed to reduce the professional staff to four ; to be devoted to agri- 
culture and mining, but it is forgotten that the industrial resources of Ireland 
are as yet very little developed: for example, metallurgy, glass, potter}/, dyeing, 
and, above all, bleaching, depend on chemistry ; and it would appear to his 
Excellency unwise to discontinue the professor of that science. These instances, 
to which many more might be added, are mentioned only as examples of the 
danger of measuring the industrial wants of the country in regard to instruction, 
merely by its present condition, and of the importance of affording the best 
means of instruction for advancement in new channels of industry. The remark- 
able circumstance mentioned by Sir Robert Kane in his evidence, cf the German 
chemists finding occupation in the manufacturing establishments of England, 
is a practical commentary on the importance of giving facilities for high indus- 
trial education, and his Excellency cannot but feel that it would be very 
advantageous if young Irishmen were trained to fill such places ; a career 
which has indeed already opened on one or more of the students of Stephen’s 
Green. 

In regard to the provincial lectures, his Excellency recognises the merits 
of the system described in the report as successful in England, but doubts 
whether Ireland is yet sufficiently advanced to receive it with advantage ; and 
the system may perhaps be regarded as more fitted to produce mediocrity of 
the many than high acquirements in individuals. 

It is not unworthy of observation, that many of the advocates of amalgamation 
among those examined by the Commissioners, appear to view the question 
merely as a junction of two museums into one ; misled, probably, by the very 
unmeaning and incorrect designation of the Industrial College as a “ Museum 
whereas, its collections are chiefly such as are necessary for the purposes of 
instruction, and not merely a collection of specimens or curiosities. On that 
ground the Queen’s Colleges or Trinity College might be called museums. 
Such evidence ought obviously to have no influence whatever on the decision 
to be come to on the real question at issue ; hut in regard to expense, it is of 
considerable importance : for it may well be doubted whether the buildings of 
the Dublin Society now existing are sufficient to display or accommodate more 
than the collections of zoology and natural history with that of mineralogy. 
The illustrative collection at Stephen’s Green would require additional buildings, 
while the geological collections of the survey in progress will remain unprovided 
for, and will constantly increase in quantity. 

In regard to the proposal to take possession of a portion of the National 
Gallery building, it is to be observed that it depends on a contingency, viz., the 
non-Temoval of Marsh's library, which, resting as it does on the provisions of 
an Act of Parliament, and the contribution of the Dargan Fund, the trustees 

4° 1 • Ay have 
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have not at present, power to consent to ; and his Excellency has reason to 
believe that the Governors of the National Gallery would be entirely opposed 
to any such appropriation of these premises ; and even the temporary occupancy 
of that portion of the building for the specimens, and fitting up of the rooms 
for offices, would involve a considerable outlay without any corresponding 
benefit to the public. 

His Excellency has felt it necessary thus fully to place before their Lordships 
the views he entertains on this subject ; and for the reasons so stated he is 
compelled to express his opinion that to place any branch of national instruc- 
tion in Ireland under the control of a proprietary body, merely aided by public 
funds for that purpose, is the reverse of the course which has been found most 
satisfactory in that country ; that he cannot but fear that the suppression of the 
establishment in Stephen’s Green will be a public loss, and that he is unable to 
hold out to their Lordships any hope that such a measure will be acceptable to 
the general public, so soon as its full magnitude begins to be seen. But his 
Excellency desires to add that if, notwithstanding the representations which he 
has felt it his duty to make, their Lordships should find grounds, from other 
information, to confirm them in their present views, no exertion will be wanting 
on his part to render the change as easy and as little violent as it may be in his 
power to do. And his Excellency wishes it to be distinctly understood that in 
these observations he conveys no imputation on the Royal Dublin Society or 
mistrust of its goodwill and earnestness ; on the contrary, his Excellency con- 
siders that society eminently valuable to Ireland, and has found it at all times 
ready to co-operate on every good work within its sphere. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, Treasury, (signed) Thos. A. Larcom. 

London. 



— No. 3. — 

Treasury Minute, dated 20 April 1863. . 

Transmit copy of Major General Sir Thomas Larcom’s letter of 5 February to 
the Vice President of the Committee of Council on Education, for the considera- 
tion of the Lords of the Committee. 

Observe that his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant is unable wholly to concur 
in the expediency of adopting the recommendations of the Commissioners with 
regard to the amalgamation of the Museum of Irish Industry with the Royal 
Dublin Society, as proposed by the Commissioners, on the grounds — 

1. That the two institutions have objects essentially different, and which it 
would not be desirable, even if practicable, to combine ; the objects and 
functions of the Museum of Irish Industry being instructional, with a profes- 
sional staff under the arrangements of 1854, and the objects of the Royal 
Dublin Society being practically agricultural and exhibitional. 

2. That the Museum of Irish Industry being designed to form an industrial 
college, its consolidation with the Royal Dublin Society would be considered, as 
regards industrial education, a reversal of the original intention, and of the 
policy which has been pursued for the last 30 years in reference to Government 
education in Ireland. 

3. His Excellency demurs to the reduction of the professional staff of the 
Museum of Irish Industry to four, to be devoted to agriculture and mining, on 
the grounds that the industrial wants of Ireland, as regards instruction, are not to 
be measured merely by its present condition, and of the importance of affording 
the best means of instruction for advancement in new channels of industry. 

These considerations require to be maturely weighed, and my Lords have 
no doubt that they will receive the deliberate attention of the Lords of the 
Committee of Privy Council. , „ 

3 My 
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My Lords, however, deem it right to remark, that the distinction to which 
his Excellency refers, between the objects of the two institutions, the one being 
instructional, the other exhibitional, seems scarcely to exist in practice under the 
present arrangement. The Museum of Irish Industry, as stated by the Commis- 
sioners (p. 13 of their Report) has its exhibitional division, and its educational 
division, the latter comprising a staff of professors of physics, chemistry, botany, 
zoology and geology, which professors, however, are stated to pertain equally to 
the Royal Dublin Society. 

The Royal Dublin Society likewise has the characteristic of an exhibitional 
institution in its natural history and mineralogical collections in its gallery of art, 
its botanical garden and museum, and its agricultural museum. 

But it has also its educational division in its school of art, and its lectures, 
having moreover, as already referred to, its connexion with the joint staff of 
professors. 

My Lords cannot therefore arrive at his Excellency’s conclusion, that the 
objects of the two institutions are essentially different, and could not be 
combined. 

According to the view of his Excellency, the Museum of Irish Industry was 
designed for, and should be made an industrial college for, the purpose of 
educating young men not only in those branches of industry which belong 
peculiarly to Ireland, but in those branches also which belong, at least at present, 
peculiarly to Great Britain, so as to furnish, as in the instance mentioned by 
Sir Robert Kane of the German schools, chemists and others, with a high 
industrial education, capable of undertaking the management of manufacturing 
establishments in England and Scotland. 

My Lords upon this point must express their doubt whether Parliament 
would be disposed to sanction such an establishment in Ireland. 

While great liberality has been evinced in making grants of public money 
for general elementary education in both countries, and while, superadded to 
that the Queen’s Colleges have been established for the more advanced educa- 
tion of young men in Ireland under the peculiar circumstances of that country, 
there has been some difficulty on the part of the House of Commons at different 
times in sanctioning the cost of schools in Ireland, even for a more advanced 
agricultural education. 

And my Lords have to remark that in this country, where every branch of 
manufacturing industry prevails to so great an extent, the policy has not been 
adopted of establishing colleges or schools at the public expense for the educa- 
tion of young men in the several branches of industry ; and that the School of 
Mining in Jermyn-street, formerly the Museum of Economic Geology, with 
which the Museum of Irish Industry was supposed to correspond, has only been 
sanctioned by reason of its exceptional character, and on the understanding 
that it is to be made as technical and self-supporting as possible ; while it is 
observed by the Commissioners, that the instruction now given in the Museum 
of Irish Industry is not so much technical as general. 

If the policy were adopted of establishing an Industrial College in Dublin 
for the education of young men in the various branches of industry, the seats 
of which are almost exclusively in England and Scotland, it might reasonably 
be expected that claims would be made by Manchester and the other great 
seats of manufactures in England and Scotland for the establishment of similar 
institutions for the improved education, at the public expense, of youths actually 
engaged in those branches of industry. 

It is needless to remark, that the concession of such claims would add very 
largely to the Educational Estimates. 

My Lords, therefore, are disposed to concur with the Commissioners in the 
expediency of limiting the technical instruction in Ireland to agricultural and 
mining industry. 

Having thus stated their views generally, as between the Report of the Com- 
missioners and the letter of Sir Thomas Larcom, my Lords request to be 
favoured with the opinion of their Lordships of the Privy Council on the whole 
subject. 

It is not, however, immaterial to add, that the amalgamation proposed would 
involve a considerable saving of public money in the substitution of one insti- 
tution for the two which at present cost the public about 12,000 l a year. And 

401 . A 3 as 
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as regards the remarks in the letter of Sir Thomas Larcom with respect to the 
appropriation of the portion of the building assigned by Act of Parliament to 
the Trustees of Marsh’s Library, my Lords have reason to believe that the 
Trustees are now indisposed to move their Library from its present locality ; 
in which event, the building having been erected at the public expense, my 
Lords would propose to take the necessary steps to make it available for the 
purposes of the present Museum of Industry. 



— No. 4. — 

Right Hon. R. Lowe , m.p., to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Sir 3 26 May 1 863. 

The Committee of Council on Education have given their careful considera- 
tion to your letter of the 23d April, and the observations made by Sir T. 
Larcom on the Report of the Commission on Scientific Institutions in Dublin. 

• Mv Lords see no reason to alter the opinion they expressed on the Report of 
the Commissioners on the Scientific Institutions in Dublin in my letter of the 
17th December 1862 ; and they fully concur in the propriety of the observa- 
tions made in your letter of the 23d April. 

It is evident to my Lords, that several of the objections of the Irish Govern- 
ment to the proposals of this Report arise, from an imperfect understanding of 
the present action of this department, in respect of the system of Science 
Instruction which is applied to the whole of the United Kingdom. This system, 
as sanctioned by Parliament, can in no respect be looked upon as a reversal of 
former policy, but, on the contrary, is an extension of it, based upon the expe- 
rience which has been obtained. It must he remembered, as respects industrial 
instruction, that the various forms of Educational Grants made during the last 
quarter of a century have always been regarded as experimental and tentative, 
and my Lords are strongly of opinion that there is no reason why Ireland should 
be treated in a different manner to the rest of the United Kingdom ; and that 
while receiving the advantages of the new and improved system, it should retain 
also an old and superseded one. 

The formation of the Museum of Irish Industry, and. the educational staff 
attached, has been described at page 12 of the Report, and it. — no doubt depart- 
ing from the principles of the establishment on which it was founded, namely, 
the Schools of Mines in London — early assumed the form of embracing the 
whole range of the industrial arts ; but my Lords are not prepared to admit 
that the institution has been sanctioned by the State as an Industrial College, 
and they do not see any grounds for differing from the conclusions of the Report, 
page 26, that the Museum of Irish Industry and the Royal Dublin Society are 
very similar institutions, having very much the same systems of instruction in 
concurrent operation. 

A reference to the collections of the two museums shows that the difference 
between tbem is scarcely more than nominal, though the one is professedly 
technological, the other purely scientific, whilst it is in reality partially indus- 
trial. The geological and paleontological collections now in the Museum or 
Irish Industry, are as appropriate to the one museum as to the other, and so 
also are the small zoological collections. 

That portion of the geological collection which illustrates the Geological 
Survey (and it is nearly the whole of it) is now, and must always be, kept 
distinct, and therefore can be as well exhibited in one museum as in the other. 
The question of the practicability of its removal to the National Gallery building 
Seems entirely set at rest by the remarks in your letter of the 23d April. 
There remain, then, only the industrial collections described at pages 13 
and 14 of the Report, and these, it will be seen, are not large. Such portions 
of them as it may be desirable to retain can be exhibited by the Royal Dublin 
Society 'perfectly well. A part of the society’s museum is already devoted to 
agricultural products and machinery, and the society, by charter, was created 
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for the promotion of husbandry and the useful arts. My Lords therefore fully 
concur in the conclusions of the Report, as to the advisability of amalgamation 
of the two museums, on the ground of public convenience and public economy 
and cannot admit that the two institutions are essentially different. 

As respects the scientific instruction of the two institutions, the machinery is 
fully described at page 15 of the Report. It is parcelled out between the two 
establishments, and so jealously apportioned that the lecturers are called Pro- 
fessors of the Science and Art Department, and not of the Royal Dublin 
Society or Museum of Irish Industry, to avoid all appearance of belon<rin°- to 
one more than to the other. Part of each course is given in the Royal Dublin 
Society’s house, and part in the Museum of Irish Industry ; so that it is impos- 
sible to find any marked distinction between them ; and if it were ri°it to con- 
tinue the present system, there is no reason why the whole instead of half the 
courses should not be given in the Royal Dublin Society, or vice versa Sir 
Robert Kane, in his evidence, page 92, admits the disadvantage of carrying the 
specimens and apparatus fromone museum to the other, and suggests that some 
of the courses should he given wholly in one theatre and some wholly in the 
other. J 

The lectures, &c. of the Museum of Irish Industry are spoken of as industrial. 
But after examining the facts of the case, my Lords concur in the opinion of 
the Commissioners, page 16, that the instruction cannot be strictly considered as 
applied or industrial in the technical sense. 

Sir R. Kane’s evidence, page 100, also corroborates this conclusion. 

The lectures, doubtless form a sound course of instruction in pure science 
and are illustrated by the applications to the arts, and this is all that is possible 
in a course of at the utmost 42 lectures which has to extend over not only the 
whole of a science from its elements, but also to embrace its applications in 
every industry. But this is not technical industrial instruction, or the following 
out of the science of a particular industry. It is really nothing beyond general 
scientific instruction, and that to a great extent elementary, adapted to persons 
destined for industrial occupations, and these persons are wholly of the upper 
and middle classes, many being governesses. 

Sir T. Larcom does not seem sufficiently aware that general elementary science 
instruction for the whole of the United Kingdom is fully provided for by the 
general science system of the department, and this in such a form that it can 
be taken to the industrial classes ; the artizans in their own localities. 

Except to the middle and upper classes the day instruction in Dublin can be 
of no use. The evening lectures only can be attended by the working classes 
and those only of the working classes of Ireland, of course, who are fortunate 
enough to live in Dublin. Nor are the evening lectures especially adapted for 
such . instruction. The only justification that could be urged for a continuance 
of this instruction would be, that it was of a very advanced character, such as 
the general science system is incapable of affording, or that, though not at 
present highly technical, it might and should be made so. Without in the 
least calling in question the great value and importance of advanced scientific 
education, my Lords cannot approve of such an action as this on the part of this 
Department. It has not been sanctioned by Parliament in England and Scotland, 
and the evidence does not show that it was ever intended when the Museum of 
Irish Industry was created, that it should become a college of science. 

Should such an action of this department be contemplated at all, my Lords 
could not recommend its first establishment in Ireland, which already possesses 
Queen’s Colleges supported by the State. 

His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant on behalf of the industrial resources of 
Ireland advocates the restriction of the present machinery to purely industrial 
instruction. Nothing of the sort has been sanctioned for even the manufacturing 
portions of the United Kingdom. 

Because Ireland is but very slightly manufacturing, is assigned as a reason 
for Government assistance in attempting to develope the industrial resources of 
the country. My Lords are unwilling to admit that there are any circumstances 
in the condition of Ireland so exceptional to the rest of the kingdom as to 
justify a breach of the well-established principle of non-interference by Govern- 
ment with private enterprise. 

It is unnecessary to discuss the general question of the -advisability of aid 
401. a 4 towards 
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towards an advanced industrial college, because should Parliament considei 
such an institution desirable for the United Kingdom, it would manifestly be 
far more effective in all respects to establish it, at all events in the first instance, 
where manufactures are largely carried on than in Dublin, where there are 
comparatively but few ; as before stated, the students attending the lectures at 
the Museum of Irish Industry are of the middle and upper classes. They, or 
at least all those who are strictly speaking engaged in manufactures, could afford, 
to attend a college of this nature in any other part of the United Kingdom as 
well as in Dublin, and it would manifestly be most to their advantage to do so 
in a locality where they would have the opportunity of seeing the manufactures 
themselves in their highest development. 

The existence of such a college could not be justified on behalf of the artizans, 
and such as attend the evening courses of lectures at the Museum of Irish 
Industry, who can get all the science instruction necessary for them in classes 
established under the general science system. 

In regard to the provincial lectures. Sir T. Larcom says that whilst cc his 
Excellency recognises the merits of the. general science system described in the 
Report as successful in England, he doubts if Ireland is yet sufficiently advanced 
to receive it with advantage,” and he observes that “ the system may perhaps be 
regarded as more fitted to produce mediocrity of the many than high acquire- 
ments in individuals.” 

My Lords desire to point out, for the Lord Lieutenant’s information, that 
the provincial lectures are courses given in a locality, consisting of only nine 
lectures, in addition to which the lecturers may devote four or five evenings to 
class instruction as preparation for the examination, whilst under the general 
science system the student must attend at least 40 lessons, and then the 
teacher only receives payment on the success of the student in the examination, 
and the amount is in proportion to the success ; so that in most cases the 
number of lessons far exceed 40. His Excellency will therefore see at once 
that the provincial lectures being few in number would tend to mediocrity, 
whilst the general science system, requiring more than four times the amount 
of instruction, must, in comparison, tend to a high acquirement. Arid it may 
be remarked that the general science system may be worked to any standard 
of acquirement thought desirable, by simply raising the standard of examination 
and augmenting the fees to the teacher sufficiently to make it remunerative. 
The facts given in pages 22 to 26 of the Report show the great success of the 
Irish pupils under the system, and their very remarkable aptitude for taking 
advantage of it. 

The conclusion from the foregoing facts seems to be that Ireland is already 
advanced beyond any other part of the United Kingdom to receive the system 
with advantage. 

In conclusion, my Lords have no hesitation in recommending that the Report 
•of the Commissioners should be adopted as soon as may be practicable. 

The Secretary, Treasury, I have, &c. 

(signed) Robert Lowe. 



— No. 5. — 

Treasury Minute, dated 10 June 1863. 

Transmit to Major General Sir Thomas Larcom a copy of the Minute of 
this Board of the 20th April (2434), and of the letter of the Vice-President ol 
the Committee of Council of 26th May (7962). 

Request that Sir Thomas Larcom, in submitting these papers to his Excel- 
lency the Lord Lieutenant, will assure him that the considerations suggested by 
his Excellency in the letter of February 5th (2434) have been weighed by my 
Lords with the attention which the subject, as well as the opinions expressed 
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by his Excellency, required; and if this Board, in concurrence with their 
Lordships of the Committee of Council, have arrived at the conclusion that the 
recommendations contained in the report of the Commissioners of the 18th 
October last should be adopted, it has been because, after the fullest considera- 

r;, th Tt eIr t,, L ° r a dShl P S ’"/I; ^ the im P ortant PubKc objects for which the 
Royal Dublin Society and the Museum of Irish Industry were established will 
be best promoted by the amalgamation and measures recommended. 

Add, that my Lords have now directed a copy of the report to be sent to the 
couned of the Royal Dublin Society, with an intimation that, in concurrence 
with their Lordships of the Committee of the Council on Education, they have 
fully considered the recommendations and views contained in it ; that my Lords 
are of opinion that it must be treated as a whole ; that they request it may be 
submitted to the council and to the Society; and that, in the event of its 
receiving the approval of the Society, and the Society being ready to co-operate 
m the changes, as regards the constitution of their executive body, which the 
Commissioners propose, Her Majesty’s Government will be prepared to take at 
once the necessary steps to give effect to their recommendations. 

Transmit a copy of the report, and write accordingly to the secretaries of the 
Royal Dublin Society. 



— No. 6.— 

Treasury Minute, dated 13 June 1863. 

Transmit to the Vice-President of the Education Department, for the in- 
formation of the Lords of the Committee, copy of the communication which 
my Lords have caused to be addressed to the Irish Government on this 
subject. 



— No. 7.— 

The Assistant Secretary of the Royal Dublin Society to the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 



Royal Dublin Society, Kildare-street, 
blr > . 25 June 1863. 

. 1 HAVE honour to enclose, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of the resolutions adopted at a 
meeting of this society, specially convened for the purpose of considering the 
Report upon the Royal Dublin Society, the Museum of Irish Industry, and 
the System of Scientific Instruction in Ireland,” transmitted along with your 
letter of the 10th instant. 

I am, &c. 



(signed) 

Right Hon. Frederick Peel, 
Treasury Chambers, Whitehall, London. 



Wm. Edwd. Steele, m.d., 

AssistantjSecretary. 
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Enclosure in No. 7- 



Royal Dublin Society. 

At a Special General Meeting of tlie Royal Dublin Society, held on Thursday, 
25th June 1863. 

The Earl of Clancarty, v. P., in the Chair. 

Read, the letter from the Lords Co mm issioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, dated 
10th June 1863, enclosing the Report upon the Royal Dublin Society, the Museum of 
Irish Industry, and the System of Scientific Instruction in Ireland. 

Moved by Mr. George Woods Maunsell, secretary; seconded by the Marquis of 
Kildare, V.P. : 

I. Resolved, That the Society hereby accepts the report of the Treasury Commissioners, 
so far as it relates to this Society, and is ready to adopt the changes as regards the con- 
stitution of its executive body, which the Commissioners propose. 

Moved by Mr. George Woods Maunsell; seconded by Lord Clonbrock : 

II. Resolved, That it be referred to the council to revise the bye-laws, and to report to 
the Society at its first meeting in November, what changes or modifications in same may 
appear necessary or desirable in order to carry out the foregoing resolution. 

(signed) Wm. Edwd. Steele, M.D., 

25 June 1863. Assistant Secretary. 
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tho Scientific Institutions of Dublin in con- 



Koyal Purlin Society, 



Industry with tho 



( Jlr. Cogun.) 



,10 June 1863. 
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